
2016 Idaho Council for Exceptional Children Fall Conference 
Session Descriptions 

Keynote – Thursday October 6th, 2016 
8:00 am in the  

Idaho Division for Early Childhood  
presents 

Dr. Kristie Pretti – Frontzak 
Raising our EQ…and our IQ 

Dr. Pretti-Frontczak provides training, tools, and other resources to support 
early educators to deal with high-stakes accountability mandates, to push 
against pressures to “ready” children for Kindergarten, and to address 
the diverse learning needs of children through intentional teaching 
delivered within the context of everyday activities…including play. Kristie 
has over 20 years of experience in teaching and supporting early 
educators. She prepared 100’s of master’s degree and doctoral students, 
and 1000’s of teachers, assistants, and related service providers across 29 

states and four countries. Dr. Pretti-Frontcazxk holds a Ph.D. in early intervention from the University of 
Oregon, where she studied under the legendary Dr. Diane Bricker, a pioneer for inclusion and embedded 
instruction. She published five books, six chapters and monographs, and 30 peer reviewed articles. 
Kristie has received over $5 million in federal and state grants/contracts, and serves as a board member 
of the Council for Exceptional Children’s Division for Early Childhood as Past President.  

 http://prekteachandplay.com/ 
Keynote Description: 

During the keynote presentation, we will explore three remedies for promoting social-emotional health and 
well-being. The first remedy centers on strengthening the EQ of educators. The second remedy centers on how 
we can serve as agents of change. The third remedy centers on how we can renew ourselves so we can work 
from a place of mindfulness, hope, and compassion. Throughout the keynote we will explore the correlates 
between social-emotional learning and educational outcomes, and implications for the overall well-being of 
students and adults. 

http://prekteachandplay.com/2016idcec/ 
Visit the Landing Page for additional information regarding the presentations by Kristie, including the 
keynote, break-out sessions, and DEC Post-Conference.  Please bring your laptop or mobile devise for 

use during the keynote and breakout sessions. Wifi will be available. All PDF resources noted below will 
be printed for those who attend the breakout sessions, and/or post-conference event. 

http://prekteachandplay.com/
http://prekteachandplay.com/2016idcec/


Keynote Friday October 7th, 2016

Tim	Harris	of	Tim’s	Place	and	Tim’s	Big	Heart	Founda7on	
 
The	famous	quote	from	Walt	Disney,	“If	you	can	dream	it,	you	can	do	it”	
has	been	the	driving	force	behind	the	life	of	Tim	Harris.	Born	in	1986	with	
Down	syndrome,	Tim’s	life	has	been	defined	by	exceeding	expecta7ons	
an	inspiring	those	around	him.	As	a	2004	graduate	of	Eldorado	High	
School	in	Albuquerque,	New	Mexico,	Tim	was	elected	homecoming	
king	by	the	highest	margin	of	votes	in	school	history.	During	gradua7on	
week,	Tim	was	also	voted	Student	of	the	Year	by	the	administra7on,	

faculty,	and	staff.  
In	his	teen	years,	Tim	began	to	dream	of	owning	his	own	restaurant.	He	began	working	in	local	
restaurants,	including	Red	Robin,	where	the	management	had	tangible	proof	that	revenue	went	up	
during	Tim’s	shiXs.	In	the	fall	of	2004,	Tim	moved	to	Roswell,	New	Mexico	to	aYend	Eastern	New	
Mexico	University.	Tim	lived	in	a	college	dorm	and	graduated	in	2008	with	cer7ficates	in	Food	Service,	
Office	Skills	and	Restaurant	Hos7ng.	AXer	college,	Tim	worked	as	a	host	at	Applebee’s	restaurant	and	
spent	7me	living	aboard	a	sailboat	with	his	parents	and	traveling	throughout	the	Bahamas. 
In	October	of	2010,	the	next	chapter	began	and	with	the	help	of	his	family,	Tim’s	dream	of	owning	his	
own	business	came	true.	Tim’s	Place	opened	its	doors	in	Albuquerque,	New	Mexico	as	one	of	the	first	
and	only	restaurants	to	be	owned	by	a	man	with	Down	syndrome.	Tim’s	Place	is	open	daily,	serving	
breakfast,	lunch,	and	hugs.  
Tim’s	hugs	have	reached	everyone	from	music	legend	Stevie	Wonder	to	the	President	of	the	United	
States.	To	this	day,	Tim	has	given	out	more	than	70,000	hugs	and	has	received	wishes	from	over	38	
countries.	Tim	has	also	launched	a	powerful	speaking	career,	traveling	across	the	country	telling	his	
story	and	inspiring	all	those	who	cross	his	path.  
Tim’s	successful	determina7on	to	own	a	restaurant,	live	a	happy	life	and	inspire	others	has	caught	the	
aYen7on	of	people	from	all	over	the	world.	Tim	was	recently	interviewed	on	The	View	and	has	been	
featured	in	People	Magazine,	CBS	Evening	News	/	Sunday	Morning,	America	Online,	ABC	News,	NBC	
Today	Show,	NBC	Nightly	News,	Na7onal	Public	Radio,	and	on	CNN	News.  
In	order	to	truly	share	his	success,	in	August	of	2014	Tim	started	Tim’s	Big	Heart	Founda7on	(TBHF),	a	
newly	formed	New	Mexico	non-profit	corpora7on	that	aims	to	inspire	people	from	all	over	the	world	to	
lead	meaningful	and	fulfilling	lives	via	entrepreneurship	and	inclusion	in	their	communi7es.	Tim	
believes	that	anyone,	with	the	right	support,	can	achieve	their	dreams.	

TIM’S	BIG	HEART	FOUNDATION	│MISSION	
Tim’s	Big	Heart	Founda7on	(TBHF)	aims	to	create	a	global	movement	that	breaks	down	
barriers	between	people	with	intellectual	disabili7es	and	society	at	large,	opening	doors	for	an	
inclusive	environment	for	all.	This	movement	provides	inspira7on	to	people	with	intellectual	disabili7es	
and	the	families	who	love	them	to	lead	meaningful,	successful	and	anyone	with	the	right	support,	can	
achieve	their	dreams.	www.7msplace.com	│www.7msbigheargounda7on.org	

http://www.timsplace.com/
http://www.timsbigheartfoundation.org/


Idaho	CEC	2016	Conference	Session	Descrip7ons,	and	Presenters	

Presenter Session Description

Kristie Pretti-Frontczak 

The “Real” Common-Core: What We Should Be Teaching In An 
Age of Accountability (Part 1) 

Each session will explore the paradox of needing to teach with 
intentionality, while also following a child’s lead during play. In the 
first breakout session, we’ll explore the importance of teaching 
children self-awareness skills. In the second, we’ll explore the 
importance of teaching self-regulation skills. And in the third, we’ll 
explore teaching social awareness. Each session will include practical 
tips and techniques for intentionally, mindfully, and consciously 
raising young children’s EQ across a variety of early childhood 
settings and routines. Participants are invited to attend all three or 
individual sessions based upon interest.

Kristie Pretti-Frontczak 

The “Real” Common-Core: What We Should Be Teaching In An 
Age of Accountability (Part 2) 

Each session will explore the paradox of needing to teach with 
intentionality, while also following a child’s lead during play. In the 
first breakout session, we’ll explore the importance of teaching 
children self-awareness skills. In the second, we’ll explore the 
importance of teaching self-regulation skills. And in the third, we’ll 
explore teaching social awareness. Each session will include practical 
tips and techniques for intentionally, mindfully, and consciously 
raising young children’s EQ across a variety of early childhood 
settings and routines. Participants are invited to attend all three or 
individual sessions based upon interest.

Kristie Pretti-Frontczak 

The “Real” Common-Core: What We Should Be Teaching In An 
Age of Accountability (Part 3) 

Each session will explore the paradox of needing to teach with 
intentionality, while also following a child’s lead during play. In the 
first breakout session, we’ll explore the importance of teaching 
children self-awareness skills. In the second, we’ll explore the 
importance of teaching self-regulation skills. And in the third, we’ll 
explore teaching social awareness. Each session will include practical 
tips and techniques for intentionally, mindfully, and consciously 
raising young children’s EQ across a variety of early childhood 
settings and routines. Participants are invited to attend all three or 
individual sessions based upon interest.



Tim Harris

Tim and His Journey. - Tim Harris 
Tim and his team will discuss his journey from school to business 
owner and the challenges he has felt and overcome. There will also be 
a question and answer period.

Jessica Smith-Fisher

Social Emotional Book Bags for Young Children 
Learn how to use book bags to help address social emotional needs 
and challenging behaviors in young children. See how book bags can 
support teachers and parents in meeting the social emotional needs of 
their young children. Also see how book bags can help address the 
challenging behaviors of young children at home, in the classroom, 
and in the community. Walk away with resources to create your own 
book bags.

Shauna Wheelwright

Rural Secondary Transition 
This session will explore the unique challenges that youth of rural 
areas face. Emphases will be placed 
on understanding how evidencebased predictors in secondary 
transition cab increase the success of 
transition plan.

Dr. Joy Jansen/Beth Ann 
Fuller

Lake Pend Oreille School District/North Idaho College Head 
Start: An Innovative Early Childhood Learning Partnership 

  
For the past three years, Lake Pend Oreille School District (LPOSD) 
and North Idaho College Head Start (NICHS) Sandpoint Center have 
built an innovative partnership in serving early childhood learners.  

Four elements were key in the creation of this innovated partnership- 
Collaboration, Ideation, Implementation, and Value Creation. During 
this session, participants will be introduced to the four key elements 

of innovation, as well as, learn specific strategies to build an 
innovative partnership.

Sarah Gregory, Becky 
PaullinThorton, 
Erin McClure, and Mary 
Quinn Hurst

An Innovative Learning Technique for the Early Childhood 
Learner - Point of View Modeling 

Visual learning is essential in the acquisition of new skills for the 
early childhood learner, particularly the child with autism spectrum 
disorder. An innovative method to provide this key visual learning is 
called 
Point of View Video Modeling. During this presentation, participants 
will be introduced to the technique of Point of View Modeling and the 
various ways to implement this method across disciplines with early 
childhood learners with special needs. In addition, participants will be 
provided practical examples of how Point of View Video Modeling 
has been used in the LPOSD Early Childhood Learning Center to 
increase receptive and expressive communication, fine, and gross 
motor skills, as well as the instruction of skills related to recreation, 
adaptive, and functional routines.

Presenter Session Description



Lisa Beymer

Evaluating Evidence-Based Practices in Special Education 
Teacher Preparation 

This session will debrief a recent research project which implemented 
an adapted version of a special education teacher observation measure 
to identify the use of evidence-based practices within a special 
education teacher preparation program. Participants were special 
education teacher candidates enrolled in an undergraduate methods 
course aimed at preparing candidates to teach language arts to 
students with disabilities. Session will present research results, in 
addition to a discussion on implications for special education teacher 
preparation programs.

Roddran Grimes  
Georgia 
College and State 
University, 
Michelle Doty LewisClark 
State College, 
Daniel Santi, 
Tyler Oram, 
Demetria Reiner, 
Mara Howard

Following Up with Educator Preparation Providers (EPP) 
Completers: Comparing Training vs Real World Classroom 

Experiences 
Students pursuing Special Education certification in the State of Idaho 
receive training according to the tenets of their Educator Preparation 
Program’s (EPP) professional standards, the Council for the 
Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP) standards, the Idaho 
Standards for Special Education, the Idaho Core Teaching Standards, 
and the Danielson Framework for Teaching. However, how does their 
EPP training translate to their real world classroom? How much of 
their training’s practices and strategies are actually implemented in 
their K12 classrooms? Do school administrators’ stress different 
practices? This session will have EPP completers and instructors 
comparing and contrasting teacher education training versus the K12 
classroom so administrators will have insight regarding their new 
teachers’ knowledge and skills.

Dr. Aleksandra 
Hollingshead

Beyond Video Modeling - A Make and Take Session 
The purpose of this presentation is to discuss the research supporting 
video modeling (VM), to provide ideas for the use of video modeling 
through mobile technology, and to offer practical strategies for using 
mobile VM in educational and employment settings. We will utilize 
iPads to make video models during the session.

Dr. Aleksandra 
Hollingshead, Ms. Andrea 
Cox, Dr. Jennifer Gallup, 
Dr. Karren Streagle

Inclusion for Students with Autism and Severe Disabilities  
(a panel discussion) 

In this panel discussion, we will encourage the audience to bring 
forward problems and concerns 
regarding including students with severe autism and developmental 
disabilities. Intended as an open brain storming discussion to sort 
through ideas, strategies, and obstacles.

Presenter Session Description



Andrea Cox

Uncovering the Iceberg  
Sometimes when analyzing the "ABCs" (Antecedent, Behavior, 
Consequence) of behavioral challenges for students with autism 
spectrum disorder, essential "clues" as to the true message or intent of 
the behavior are missed. For example, a student may tear a math 
paper and appear to be wanting to escape an aversive multiplication 
task. However, upon closer inspection, it is becomes clear that it was 
not the math task but the student's intolerance of his own mistakes 
around writing the numbers slightly out of the columns that is the true 
underlying cause for distress. When the underlying characteristics of 
autism are considered in programming, this perspective can 
dramatically change instructional decisions. Session participants will 
work through the application of these characteristics in relation to "tip 
of the iceberg" behaviors that they see in their own students.

Dr. Karren Streagle

Using Ipads to Leverage Visual Supports for Students with 
Significant Disabilities 

Visual supports are essential to support the independence and 
academic success of students with autism and other significant 
disabilities. Participants will have the opportunity to learn about and 
explore iPad apps that can provide visual supports for students with 
autism and other significant disabilities in all school environments. 
iPads will be available during the session and/or participants are 
encouraged to bring their own internet devices.

Dr. Jenn Gallup

Videogames in the classroom: Increasing engagement, 
integration, and content acquisition through social skills 

development 
Students often struggle with expressing emotion and developing 
social skills that transfer to challenges in the classroom. Virtual 
environments (VE) provide opportunities to engage with peers and 
educators and circumvent facetofacechallenges for individuals with 
ASD. The session will report findings and demonstrate how to 
connect with students emotionally and build interpersonal 
relationships using VE to support inclusion and transition to 
postsecondary settings.

Ione Stanger

Adaptive Art - Art Making for Students with Severe to Moderate 
Developmental Challenges 

Adaptive Art programs can offer creative opportunities for students 
with severe to moderate developmental delays. Students are given the 
chance to create independent works of art, while learning to problem 
solve, develop socialization skills, and increase self confidence, all 
while having fun.

Presenter Session Description



Doug Doty

Using Online Autism Training in Montana What We Have 
Learned 

Since 2010 the state of Montana has offered free online autism 
training to public school educators. This training is purchased from a 
commercial provider and special education teachers, paraeducators, 
SLPs and other school staff have completed over 8000 hours of 
autism and behavior training. We have found this to be a successful 
training tool, especially for educators in rural areas who may have 
limited access to other. Learn how we fund the program, publicize it, 
track attendee progress and the mistakes we have learned from in 
offering online training. 

Renee Minor, Greg 
Sampson

Idaho: Got Behaviors?!  
This presentation will highlight the Idaho Special Education Support 
and Technical Assistance (Idaho SESTA) plan for supporting Idaho's 
capacity related to behavioral strategies. Administrators and teachers 
will be introduced to the multifaceted system to access foundational 
professional development on behavioral principles, JustInTime 
strategies, and sitespecific guidance. Participants will also learn how 
to connect with highly qualified coaches that will provide targeted 
support to teams working with complex or intensive behaviors. If you 
have students with behaviors that disrupt your school or classroom, 
take a peek at how Idaho SESTA can help you build capacity to meet 
those challenging needs!

Kathy Hansen

Managing Difficult Behaviors through Planning, Preparedness, 
and Caring 

 In this session District 93s Behavioral Analyst will discuss how to 
deal with difficult behaviors. The session will involve how to accurate 
observe behavior, how to take and manage data, and what to look out 
for in a behavioral plan. 

Steve Dewey

Learning to De-Stress Around Stressful Students 
For those teachers or anyone who works with stressful students who 
want to learn ways to distress or better yet, never get stressed in the 
first place. This class will cover proactive methods of making sure 
you leave school everyday with enough energy to return to your loved 
ones at home and not stress them out. We will work on ways to think 
differently about behaviors in others as well as in ourselves by 
methods we can practice in the most peculiar places.

Dan Dyer

Assistive Technology to help students participate in the reading 
process 

Many struggling students with disabilities must learn to read and read 
to learn simultaneously.  Come explore assistive technology and 
strategies you can use to help students access and comprehend text.

Presenter Session Description



Brenda Janot

Assistive Technology from the Classroom to the Office 
The benefits of assistive technology use don’t have to end on 
graduation day.  Assistive technology can be used to build a bridge for 
students transitioning from school to work.  Come explore beneficial 
assistive tools and software that can be used in the classroom and then 
repurposed for the workplace.

Kathy Griffin

Finding Resources 
Have you ever thought, “I just got a student who…” and then draw a 
blank on where to go next? Do you know where to find information 
on strategies, tools, or other information quickly and easily?  This 
presentation will look at a wide variety of free resources available that 
can help you in the classroom.

Nichole Kristensen

Invisible Disabilities 
This session will help participants understand learning differences 
that are more subtle in nature but still have an adverse impact on the 
student’s ability to benefit from general education.  Participants will 
increase their knowledge of these invisible disabilities and how to 
communicate the learning differences to other educators.

Nichole Kristensen

Effective Accommodations 
This session will provide participants with information regarding 
accommodations or supports that are beneficial to students with 
learning differences in the school setting.  Participants will receive 
guidance in how to communicate with their colleagues the importance 
of effective accommodations for students with learning differences.

Whitney Schexnider

Building Independence 
By beginning to actively work on teaching children how to complete 
everyday skills independently, doors are opened for more skills and 
more opportunities for learning. This presentation will focus on 
identifying the barriers to independence and how to increase 
independence by breaking down skills into smaller, teachable steps. 

Dawn Spurlock

Developing Data-Based Reading Goals  
Participants will learn how to use a variety of data sources to help 
guide the development of standards based reading goals with an 
emphasis on the 5 foundational reading skills. 

Julian Duffey, Jon Castillo, 
Jennifer Derbidge

Online Speech Therapy 
This session will be a guided session through Bonneville School 
District #93 online therapy journey. For the last four years the district 
has been implementing online speech for over 300 students. Presence 
learning and the district will guide you through the learning process 
and tips and tricks for successful online implementations. Based on 
the guidance D93 provided to LRP as a resource to their Special 
Education Connection website. 

Presenter Session Description



Lyndon Nyguyen

IEP Minutes Best Practice and a Primer on Social Media 
Join MSBT Laws Lyndon Nyguyen for an instructive session on best 
practices for taking IEP minutes. Lyndon will also advice attendees on 
the current best practices and cautionary tales from the ever 
expanding world of social media and the challenges it presents. 

Elaine Eberharter-Maki

IEP Pitfalls Easy to Avoid but Hard to get out of 
This “nuts and bolts” session by Elaine will cover IEP 101 law and 
procedure reflecting on best practice and any new concerns. The 
second part will cover common IEP errors that are east to avoid but 
can cause significant procedural trouble down the road if not paid 
attention to, a wonderful refresher!

Dr. Aleksandra 
Hollingshead

Student Engagement in UDL Implementation 
This session fits within a UDL strand and will familiarize the 
audience with the engagement principle, guidelines and checkpoints 
of UDL framework. Understanding how engagement is a complex 
construct and how to entice engagement of students with disabilities 
should be a product of this session.

Dr. Karren Streagle

UDL and Learner Variability 
Variability is the rule, rather than the exception, for all learners. This 
session will explore the "myth of the average learner" and how 
Universal Design for Learning provides a framework for designing 
and implementing instruction that is accessible for all learners. This 
session is part of the UDL Strand.

Dr. Jenn Gallup

Engagement through Technology Integration: Products and 
Protocols 

Engagement is the key element to classroom management and 
academic success.  This session will talk about one of the core 
principles of Universal Design for Learning (UDL), multiple means 
of engagement.  Through this topic participants will explore new 
ideas related to student engagement and technology.

Charmaine Thaner

Parent: How Your Child Will Learn More with UDL  
This interactive session is customized for parents to learn how to 
work with their child's teachers so there is a change in focus from 
what a student deficit approach to a student success approach. We 
know students learn more when we use Universal Design for 
Learning.

Presenter Session Description



Raya Steele 

Problem Solving for Special Education Teachers 
As a special education teacher we are faced with challenges every 
day. How do we tackle challenges that come from every direction: 
colleagues, administration, parents, students, as well as state and 
district initiatives yet still function effectively? Come learn strategies, 
tips, and techniques from an experienced 
Special Education Teacher. Bring your challenges so we can tackle 
them together.

Kelly Hall

SPED & Google = Spoogle? 60 Tips in 60 Seconds 
Google tools, especially for GAfE districts, can radically impact the 
way special educators can innovate, collaborate and disseminate. 
From small to large districts, Google tools can provide special 
education teachers (and others!) with effective strategies to manage 
your teams, communicate with parents, use effective instructional 
technology and manage student IEP data. In this rapidfire session, 
attendees from novice to experienced Google users will gather up a 
plethora of practical practices that will actually give you time back 
and have Google working for you!

Kelly Hall

Want more time for teaching? Google Forms to the rescue! 
Time! A precious commodity for every teacher. Google Forms, a free, 
webbased app, can give you time for teaching by enabling you to 
efficiently and effectively collect data for Eligibility Reports, accurate 
baselines, present levels of performance and ongoing 
progress monitoring of IEP goals. Google Forms automatically 
creates full color charts and graphs of the collected data which can 
easily be shared with IEP team members including parents and 
students. General ed teachers, paraprofessionals, and students all rave 
about the ease of collecting data using Google Forms. This session, 
taught by a Certified Google for Education Trainer, will introduce you 
to the many ways Google Forms can change how you collect and 
manage data. Easy to use, this Google app will change your data 
world and give you time to do the thing you love most teach!

Kelly Hall

30 Sped Tech Tips in 30 minutes and Digital ShareaThon! 
In this fast paced session, presented by a Certified Google for 
Education Trainer, you will walk away with many digital resources, 
most of them FREE, that can change up your teaching, improve your 
instruction, give students more opportunities for expressing what they 
know, make your work day more efficient and help you to connect 
with parents. Have digital tools that you cannot live without?? Come 
participate in a digital resource Shareathon!

Presenter Session Description



William Morris

Parent Friendly IEPs and IEP meetings 
We will cover the following: 1. The Right Things to Say at an IEP 
meeting; 2. Pitfalls to avoid during the IEP process; 3. Leadership 
techniques for a successful IEP Team; 4. How to Expand Parent 
Involvement in the IEP process.

Christian Moore

10 Strategies Proven to Inspire & Engage EVERY Student: Want 
to engage every student in your classroom?  

This session will demonstrate 10 strategies proven to strengthen 
relationships, grab attention, inspire, and build resilience in students 
of all ages and learning types. Participants will receive valuable 
insights into teaching social and emotional life skills in ways that 
students can understand, relate to, and remember. These strategies 
have helped over 2 million youth in 18,000 K12schools, mental 
health, and correctional organizations worldwide in the areas of 
academic success, dropout prevention, classroom management, and 
bullying prevention. Learn how to engage every student using visual 
metaphors, videos, music, and activities.

Angela Lindig/Jennifer 
Zielinski

Creating Strength-Based IEPs that Lead to Better Student-Led 
IEPs, Self-Determination, Family Engagement, and Inclusive 
Communities 

This two-part presentation will walk participants through the steps of 
the Individual Disabilities Act and a rich understanding of how to 
create a strength-based IEP.  Participants will learn how to focus on a 
child's strengths and needs rather than weaknesses, and they will 
spend time practicing writing statements of present levels of 
performance. This will set the foundation for part-two of the 
presentation.

Amy Ireland/Brandi 
Schaffer

Skills for Effective Parent Advocacy and the Power of a Personal 
Story 

The goal of this presentation is to empower parents so they can 
become effective advocates for their children and receive the services 
their child needs. This will be achieved by providing information and 
an opportunity to practice skills in a supportive environment. 
Advocacy is a skill best practiced, but many parents need a solid 
foundation to start with. This foundation is composed of the key 
knowledge areas of: understanding their child’s disability, knowing 
the key players, knowing their rights and responsibilities, being well 
organized, using clear and effective communication, and knowing 
how to resolve disagreements. This presentation also includes 
information on resources that parents may find helpful.

Presenter Session Description



Angela Lindig/Jennifer 
Zielinski

PART 2:  Creating Strength-Based IEPs that Lead to Better 
Student-Led IEPs, Self-Determination, Family Engagement, and 

Inclusive Communities 
Part 2 of this presentation will focus on understanding why strength-
based IEPs are critical to ensuring a student is receiving his or her 
education in the least restrictive environment and how it sets them up 
for positive student-led IEP meetings or better student participation. 
The workshop will also discuss how to write self-determination and 
inclusion goals into an IEP that lead to better transitions to adulthood 
and positive parent engagement opportunities.

Amy Ireland/Brandi 
Schaffer

Getting and Keeping the First Job 

“Getting and Keeping the First Job” is a workshop designed to help 
families understand the realities of employment for all youth, with a 
special emphasis on strategies youth with disabilities can use to 
improve employment prospects. 
This workshop discusses the importance of work and what some 
youth with disabilities experience as they attempt to enter the job 
market. It highlights the crucial role self-awareness, career planning, 
and families play in the process.Topics include: writing a resume, 
being interviewed, identifying job accommodations if necessary, and 
deciding whether or not to disclose a disability to an employer.  The 
workshop focuses on the importance of having high expectations for 
the employment of youth with disabilities, and that begins by 
expecting all youth to build work skills and bring a good attitude to 
the job search.

Angela Lindig/Brandi 
Schaffer

Literacy is for All 

Literacy is about the connections between listening, 
speaking (with one’s own voice, hands or technology), thinking, 
reading and writing. Becoming literate should be a process that begins 
at birth.  All children, regardless of their age, their culture, economic 
background, age or the severity of disability, should have access to 
stories and books and instruction in reading and writing.  This is a 
highly interactive training that involves a hands-on activity.

Presenter Session Description



Jennifer Zielinski/Amy 
Ireland

Understanding Learning Disabilities  
Learning disabilities can be difficult to identify and treat. Idaho 
Parents Unlimited  has put together a training that can help parents 
identify and understand the different types of learning disabilities and 
find out how to get the proper testing, supports, and accommodations.  
A learning disability can cause a person to have trouble learning and 
using certain skills. The skills most often affected are reading, 
writing, listening, speaking, reasoning, and doing math. Finding  the 
proper support and truly understanding this disability is the key to 
your child's success. This presentation will help parents to understand 
learning disabilities, how they may affect their performance in school, 
and what they, along with their child's teachers, can do to assist them.

Jennifer Zielinski/Amy 
Ireland

Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports 
Positive behavior interventions and supports (PBIS) are principles 
that help all children improve their behavior at school, at home, and in 
the community. The benefits are enormous. When children are in 
positive, predictable, consistent environments, they have better 
grades, better behavior, higher self-esteem, better school attendance, 
greater motivation, and more success in life.  Schools practice PBIS. 
As a parent, you can too. This presentation will show you how to use 
positive approaches to teach your child new behavioral skills to use at 
home and in the community and that will be important throughout 
life.

Angela Lindig/Brandi 
Schaffer

Understanding ADHD  

This presentation will help families and educators to understand the 
various potential causes and symptoms of ADHD and how it may be 
affecting their lives at home and in the school setting. Parents will 
obtain information on section 504 accommodation plans at school as 
well as special education.  They will also be given specific 
information on how to address behaviors and how to best support 
their child. Finally, the presentation offers many strategies for teams - 
whether 504 or IEP - to help the child be as successful as possible in 
school. This presentation will be delivered by IPUL's Angela Lindig 
and Brandi Shaffer - both of whom have personal experiences, 
insights, and practical strategies as they both have children who have 
an ADHD diagnosis.
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Deborah Hayley-Hughes

"Improving Outcomes in Literacy:  Resources” 
This session will preview easy-to-access videos from literacy 
expert Dr. Sharon Vaughn's presentation in Idaho, as well as 
additional evidence-based literacy resources.   These materials 
are excellent for individuals to increase their own knowledge, or 
for those who are responsible for professional development for 
elementary-level special education teachers.
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