
Welcome New Cec Officers! 

 
                    

 

 

                                                                                                                                                            

Vice President                        Treasurer                             Representative 

Patty Hutton        Anthony (AJ) Perkins         Jenny Carroll 

New Idaho CEC 

Website                   

coming sooné.  

During the Idaho CEC Fall 

Conference, your board voted 

to hire a new webmaster to 

revamp our website. The new 

website will debut  sometime 

this winter. Once the new site 

is up and running you will 

receive an email with a link to 

our new site.  

Bryon Cox  
bryoncx@gmail.com  Winter 2011Edition  

Idaho CCBD Spring Conference March 3rd & 4th 2011 in Boise 

Trauma & Itôs Impact on Students 
Oxford Suites 1426 S. Entertainment Avenue, Boise, Idaho 208-322-8000 

 

 Idaho CCBD will be holding our 2011 Spring Conference on March 4th and 5th, 2011 We will be 

hosting Robert Hull from the University of Missouri to speak about trauma and its impact on students 

in special education. Robert will speak on a variety of subjects addressing how trauma impacts stu-

dentsô thinking, social and academic abilities. Mr. Hull has presented at many national venues such as 

the 2010 CEC Conference in Nashville, and the 2010 National CCBD Conference.  

 Please contact Bonnie Hannebutt, Idaho CCBD Treasurer for registration information at     

bhannebutt@q.com. NNU credits will be offered for conference attendees. (See ad on page 8) 

Thanks Karen! 

 

 

We appreciate your diligence and creativity in helping to make our organization great.  

Good luck!  

Thanks Barbara! 

 

 

 

Thanks  Alyssa! 

 

 

mailto:bhannebutt@q.com


Idaho DLD News 
Itôs hard to believe that our division for learning disabilities has celebrated its first anniversary!  

We are no longer the new kids on the block.  Judy Randleman, DLD president and I were able 

to attend the National CEC conference in Nashville last spring.  The conference was held at the 

beautiful Gaylord Conference Center, and we were invited to attend a breakfast meeting with 

the national DLD Executive board.  This meeting gave us the opportunity to hear about the cur-

rent issues and goals first hand!  The national officers were excited to have a new State division 

and offered to help us by providing encouragement and direction. 

 We also enjoyed participating in the Idaho CEC state conference in Sun Valley.  DLD 

sponsored a pre-conference that was presented by staff from the Lee Pesky Learning Center in 

Boise.  The conference was well attended, appreciated, and provided the opportunity to earn a 

university credit through NNU. 

 Currently we are organizing a one day conference in collaboration with the Lee Pesky 

Learning Center to be held at the Hilton Garden Inn-Boise Spectrum Hotel on March 11, 2011, 

from 8:30ï 4:00 pm.  The title of the conference is ñTeaching Kids to Read Big Words: Syllabi-

cation and Morphologyò by Dr. Louisa Moats.  The conference cost is $125 for DLD members 

and $150 for non members.  The registration includes lunch and a book by the author published 

by Sopris West.  If you join now, you will save money on the registration AND receive 

many additional benefits from DLD.  Go to www.Teaching LD.org to find out about mem-

bership benefits. 

 Our division is looking for members who are interested in joining the executive board.  

We need nominations for vice-president, secretary, and treasurer. This is an exciting time for 

DLD and you can make a positive contribution as well as advance professionally.  Let me know 

if you are interested, or know someone who you think would enjoy being involved. 

 DLD just republished two important papers:  Transition to School and Work and 

Thinking about Inclusion and Learning Disabilities:  A Teachers Guide which are available on 

their website.  The second report is free for the public and summarizes the most recent research 

and best practices in the field. 

 I hope you all enjoyed the Holiday break and are motivated to continue to rouse in-

sight, confirm wisdom, and spur helpful actions within classrooms.  (Preface to the DLD Teach-

ers Guide) 

Margaret Gross  

2011 Idaho 

CEC  

Officers  

President   
Phyllis Vermilyea  

pvermilyea@nsd131.org 

 
Past President  
Rene Rohrer  

Rene_rohrer@yahoo.com 
 

President Elect  
Cyndi Cook  

ccook@nsd131.org 
 

Vice President   
Patty Hutton  

huttonp@cossaschools.org  
 

Secretary    
Lisa Perry  

lperry@nsd131.org 

 

Treasurer   
Anthony (AJ) Perkins  

aj.perkins@hjsd.org  
 

Representative   
Ling Tsao  

ltsao@uidaho.edu  
 

Representative  
Jenny Carroll  

jenny.carroll@boiseschools.org 
 

CAN Coordinator  
Misty Knuchell  

Fun2eduk8@aol.com  
 

Membership Chairman  
Rene Rohrer  

Rene_rohrer@yahoo.com 

 

 

Welcome to iDADD 
The Idaho Division on Autism and Developmental Disabilities is growing!  We started the sub-

division at 15 members and now have 31.  What an exciting trend!  Thank you to all our mem-

bers and please spread the word! 

 Our luncheon at Sun Valley was well attended. It was great to get together and meet 

members of iDADD.   I hope you had a chance to stop by in the vendorsô room to see our infor-

mation table and grab a pen and piece of candy. We provided a couple of silent auction itemsð

a sensory basket and a weighted blanket made by our own Tami Pilotte.  Thank you for your 

hard work, Tami--it was beautiful! 

 The Division on Autism and Developmental Disabilities has several awards that are 

given to professionals, researchers, and children with disabilities. Our newest one is the Shriver-

Kennedy Award.  Mrs. Eunice Shriver and Senator Edward Kennedy are two individuals who 

committed much of their time on this earth toward improving the education and quality of life 

of persons with disabilities.  In their honor, The Division on Autism and Developmental Dis-

abilities (DADD) Council for Exceptional Children would like to recognize a young person up 

to the age of 25 who excels in one of the following areas: academics, arts, athletics, community 

service, employment, extra- curricular activities, independent activities, technology, and self-

advocacy.  The student need not be a member of DADD or CEC to qualify for this award. Stu-

dents with a developmental disability, intellectual disability or an autism spectrum disorder will 

have priority for this award. 
 Please consider taking the time out of your busy schedules to nominate a special 

someone you know for an award.   

Linda Laz 
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DEC 
Elections:  

 We are in the process of electing for the Secretary and Vice-President position.  We are sad 
that Honey Saucier has informed us of her need to resign from her position as future President Elect in 
January.  We greatly appreciated the time she took to help create our new publications and future web-
site.  The Executive board is in the process of exploring options to fill this position.  We are also looking 
for volunteers for the CAN Coordinator and Publications Committee. 

Membership  

  Idaho DEC has an estimated 50 members as of Sept. 29, 2010. The board will continue to 
encourage membership through our Idaho DEC scholarships.  These scholarships will be awarded to 
pre-service early childhood educators.  This scholarship includes a CEC/DEC membership and registra-
tion/lodging for the Idaho CEC conference.  We are looking into alternative funding sources for this plan 
such as raffles and selling Early Childhood publications at the Vendor Table at the Annual CEC confer-
ence and the IAEYC Early Yearôs conference. Our scholarship winner this year was Chelsie Halliburton 
from Boise State University.  She will receive a two year membership to CEC and DEC.  Chelsie will 
also have paid registration for the Annual CEC Conference and DEC Post-Conference as well as lodg-
ing and meals.  Starting this year, the scholarship recipient will receive two years of CEC/DEC member-
ship, because research shows that if pre-service providers join for two years, they are more likely to con-
tinue with membership. Discussing the idea of promoting DEC membership through student college 
chapters on the university level.  We have formed a sub-committee to work on promoting student chap-
ters.  Members of this committee will travel to colleges to do presentations for the Early Childhood 
Blended students to promote Idaho DEC membership. DEC set up a Vendor table at the Early Years 
Conference in November with DEC information and to sell Kristie Pretti-Frontczakôs book, An Activity-
Based Approach to Early Intervention. 

DEC Bylaws and Constitution  

 The Idaho DEC membership will vote to update and revise Idaho DECôs bylaws and constitu-
tion as needed during annual business meeting.  

Professional Development  

 DEC was pleased to have Dr. Kristie Pretti-Frontczak as the  Keynote and Post Conference 
Speaker for 2010.  She also presented at a Break-out session, attended the DEC Open House on Friday 
night and impromptu  DEC Luncheon the day of our Post-Conference.  Kristie received fantastic reviews 
for her presentations! Idahoôs Early Childhood Educators benefits greatly from Kristieôs leadership and 
expertise in the field of Early Childhood as she is our liaison as we plan and prepare future conferences.  
She is our direct link to National DEC!  She even put our Boardôs picture on the National DEC Facebook 
and highlighted idahoôs scholarship winner and poster. ReJeana Blackburn, Idaho DEC Secretary has 
joined the Idaho Infant Mental Health Association as a DEC Representative. 

 
Idaho Early Childhood Excellence Awards  

DEC sponsored another Award this year the Idaho DEC annual business meeting and also at the Idaho 
CEC banquet in Sun Valley, Idaho.  This yearôs winner was Jana Rangel, an ECSE Teacher at Meridian 

Elementary in the Meridian School District. 

Communication with Membership  

 The Idaho DEC Board recommended that we send our membership email ñalertsò or ñupdatesò 
versus an e-newsletter in order to better utilize time and to provide our members with a faster and easier 
communication system. Idaho DEC members will receive these ñupdatesò and ñalertsò through Idaho 
DECôs email account which is idahodec@gmail.com. Honey Saucier, pas DEC Vice President has used 
her talent with technology to give DEC a new look through updated brochures, poster and an Idaho DEC 
Website (www.id-dec.sped.org ). DECôs Facebook page is at: HTTP://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PAGES/
IDAHO-DIVISION-FOR-EARLY-CHILDHOOD/292278310194 

 
Promotion of Quality Early Childhood Practices  

As a DEC Board, we took a stand by writing a letter opposing the proposed charging of fees to Parents 
for develop mental services for children with delays through the Quality Child Care bill.  

 

 

 

Current DEC Officers  

 

Sara Smith-Past President  

 

Judy Woodward -President  

 

Jessica Smith -President Elect  

 

Vacant -Vice President  

 

ReJeana Blackburn -

Secretary  

Kim Arrasmith -Treasurer 

 

Vacant -CAN Coordinator/

Publications Committee  

 

Vacant -Publications Com-

mittee  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2011 Tools for 

Life: Secondary 

Transition &  

Technology 

Fair  

 
March 7 & 8, 2011 at 

the Shilo Inn, Idaho 

Falls 

See ad on page 5 
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Top Ten Myths of Politi-

cal Advocacy   

Human nature being what 

it is, I often find it some-

times works to define 

what something is not to 

help people really remem-

ber it!  A longtime mem-

ber of the CAN family w/

CEC put together a list of 

top ten political myths  

 

Myth10:  All elected offi-

cials are corrupt jerks. 

Myth 9:  Threatening not 

to vote for someone is an 

important part of effective 

grassroots advocacy. 

Myth 8:  Yes always 

means yes. 

Myth 7:  My /

Representative/Senator 

wonôt listen to me be-

cause Iôm not a member 

of his/her political party. 

Myth 6:  Statistics, sur-

veys and analysis are the 

best way for me to lobby 

my elected officials. 

Myth 5:  It isnôt polite to 

ask my Representative/

Senator for something. 

Myth 4:  Meeting with a 

legislatorôs staff is a 

waste of time and an indi-

cation that Iôm not impor-

tant. 

Myth 3:  There is a 

clearly defined legislative 

process that is more im-

portant than the individu-

als working in the proc-

ess. 

Myth 2:  The only thing 

that really matters in poli-

tics is money. 

Myth 1:  There us nothing 

you can do to influence 

government. 

 

 

Children and Youth Action Network  

 

What is CAN? CAN stands for Children and Youth Advocacy Network.  Basically, itôs 

the political advocacy on behalf of children and youth with exceptionalities group with 

CEC. What exactly is political advocacy?  Itôs actually the process where individuals 

or organized groups support, modify, or halt the passage of proposals made by an insti-

tution or legislative body at any level of government.   

 

There are three types if advocacy. The first type is when an individual or organization 

takes a position and actively attempts to defend or change laws or decisions to benefit 

affected individuals.  This is referred to as formal lobbying. The second type has to do 

with researching the effects of legislation and circulating the information to legislators 

or the public. A position may be stated, but usually no attempt is made to directly de-

fend or alter laws or decisions. We tern this educational advocacy. The third type of 

advocacy is one we refer to as grassroots advocacy. CAN falls mainly in this type. 

This is where individuals and/or organization members are enlisted to take independ-

ent action with their elected officials and/or their staff on issues of interest. People in 

Congress need accurate data and facts in order to make informed decisions. Often, they 

want to know how a particular piece of legislation affects their constituents. 

 We need to be the change we want to see! It begins with our voice. It can be 

by phone, postal service, email, or a personal visit. There is importance in advocacy! 

ñCritical issues confronting the education community are most effectively and accu-

rately addressed with input of educators, parents, and students.ò (from CEC policy and 

advocacy tab). I strongly urge you to go there and educate yourself. There are a variety 

of PowerPointôs and ideas to help you become more involved.  Please donôt hesitate to 

contact me with any of your ideas! Together we can build a stronger grassroots advo-

cacy! Send me your email address and I will add you to a listserv of names who re-

ceive Action Alerts that come direct from CEC headquarters when there is something 

that requires urgent grassroots advocacy attention, especially if you donôt presently 

belong to a CEC subdivision.  Email me at Fun2eduk8@aol.com                

Misty Knuchell 

2010 Para-educator Excellence Award  

 

              Anthony Coils 

 

The staff of Gateways Secondary School (for students with emotional and be-

havioral challenges) sent glowing recommendations for Anthony Coils for the 

Council for Exceptional Children's Para-Educator Excellence Award. Those 

individuals nominating him lauded Mr. Coil's willingness to complete and at-

tend professional development activities to help in implementing research-

based practices to ensure student growth toward IEP goal and toward educa-

tional goals. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2011 Tools for Life: Secondary Transition &  

Technology Fair 
March 7 & 8, 2011 at the Shilo Inn, Idaho Falls 

 

Tools for Life is for anyone who has an interest in supporting 

individuals with disabilities as they transition from school to life. 

This includes secondary educators, post-secondary educators, special 

educators, therapists, counselors, service providers, job developers, 

other rehabilitation specialists, and especially secondary students with 

disabilities and their families.  Throughout the two-day event, there 

will be presentations by regional and national experts on issues 

surrounding secondary transition and assistive technology. An Exhibitor 

Hall will be open both days, from 9 am to 4 pm, to allow agencies and 

vendors the opportunity to promote their organizations, share resources, 

and showcase their newest products. 

 

The conference will feature a combination of keynote and presentation 

speakers and breakout sessions. Presentations will focus on supporting 

students who are transitioning to life beyond high school.  Participants 

are invited to attend the breakout sessions of their choice. Lunch for 

both days is included in registration fee.  General and Presenter 

Registration is $50 if paid On or Before January 15th and $75 if paid 

After January 15th. Exhibitor registration is available and also 

includes lunch both days as well as booth space with one draped table 

and two chairs.  Exhibit Registration is $75 for Agencies and $125 for 

Vendors. 

 

Breakout sessions will include presentations from: 

Assistive Technology Vendors 

Idaho Institutions of Higher Education 

   (Recruitment and Student Support Services) 

Idaho State Agencies and Organizations 

And Many More!! Stipends Available for Students 

 

Register on line at 

www.idahoat.org/dnn/Services/Training/ToolsforLife/ToolsForLife2011.aspx 

. Stipends are available for transitioning high-school students who wish 

to attend the fair. The stipend will cover the student's registration 

fee and lodging expenses (if needed).  To request a student stipend, 

select 'yes' for "Requesting Student Stipend?" on the registration. For 

stipend questions, contact Irene Lunsford at irenel@uidaho.edu<mailto:irenel@uidaho.edu> or 

1-800-432-8324. 

Michelle Doty 

Assistant Professor 

Special Education 

500 8th Avenue 

Lewiston, ID 83501 

208-792-2265 

mddoty@lcsc.edu  
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Council For Children with Behavior Disorders 
 

 

 

The Idaho CCBD Board congratulates Phyllis Vermilyea (Vice-President) and Bonnie Hannebutt 

(Treasurer) on their election and re-election to our board. We would also like to thank Carol Garton, our out 

going Past-President for her years of service to our organization. 

Idaho CCBD will be holding our 2011 Spring Conference in the treasure valley on March 4th and 5th, 

2011 (See page 8). We will be hosting Robert Hull from the University of Missouri to speak about trauma and 

its impact on students in special education. Robert will speak on a variety of subjects addressing how trauma 

impacts studentsô thinking, social and academic abilities. Mr. Hull has presented at many national venues such 

as the 2010 CEC Conference in Nashville, and the 2010 National CCBD Conference.  

Bryon Cox 

DCDT 

  DCDT has some exciting things happening right now.  We held election of officers at our October 

meeting in Sun Valley.  Staci Vreeland from New Plymouth was elected President ïElect.  Walt Roberson 

from Declo will remain treasure.  Mary Kay Merten of Moscow was elected Secretary.  Kevin Jones of Idaho 

Falls will became President, and Patty Hutton of Parma will become Past President. 

The annual Tools for Life Conference will be held in Idaho Falls this year.  Many DCDT members are 

helping with the conference.  If you have never attended and have secondary students this is great conference 

for them and their parents to attend.  More information about Tools can be found at: http://www.idahoat.org/

dnn/Services/Training/ToolsforLife/ToolsForLife2011.aspx 

DCDT pre-conference at Sun Valley, titled ñTechnology in Transitionò presented by Shawn Wright; 

Webmaster Idaho Clearing House, was a great success.  Shawn provided information on how to use audio and 

video technology for senior projects, portfolio, student- led IEPs and other transition activities. He demon-

strated web-based programs that allowed participants to create presentations that were both educational and 

useful for students.  He also demonstrated some new technology such as flip cameras, hand held scanners, and 

mp3 players.  Kevin Jones will be working on next years pre-conference so if you have an idea for that let 

Kevin know. 

DCDT awarded the lifetime achievement award to Bird Derrick of Rigby for her many years of serve 

to students and families in the area of transition.  Bird is a well deserving recipient of this award.  Start think-

ing about who you would like to nominate next year.    

 2011 should be an exciting year for DCDT.  We hope everyone has a successful second half of their 

school year. 

Patty Hutton 

http://www.edufest.org/

