
Idaho  Fall 2010 

Website: www.idahocec.org 

Thursday Keynote Tim Kowalski 

Managing the Emotional  

Roller Coaster Through Social 
Pragmatic Language 

Friday Keynote Kristie Pretti-
Frontzeak 

Answering Special Education’s 
Perpetual “WH” Questions  

Pre/Post conferences  
with Gifted/Talented, 
Learning Disabilities, 

Early Childhood, 
Children with Behav-

ioral Disorders, Transition and 
State Department FLASH 

National updates on special  
education law and issues 

Be the first to get the latest manual 
for Twice Exceptional Children 

Assistive Technology sessions 

 

Idaho’s Early Learning  

Guidelines 

English Language Learners –  
Assessment and RTI 

Residential Treatment Center – col-
laboration between general and 

special educators 

Autism strand – curriculum, assess-
ment, development of strategies 

Specific Learning Disability Strand 

Awards -Clarissa Hug Teacher of 
the Year, Para-Educator  

Excellence Award,  

Yes I Can! Student Award 

Coordinating with Idaho School   
Psychologists Association  

RTI for Math Disorders, Specific 
Learning Disability, Behavior Disor-

ders and Self-Injurious Behaviors 
 

Look inside for more information and 
registration or go to 
www.idahocec.org  

Sun Valley, Idaho  

                October 6-9, 2010                      
 

 

5GD d$½R NE cbst Century Special Education: 
Collaboration, Competence, Communication 

Credit 

available 

from NNU  

 

Wanted!! 
Award recipients for co-workers  

and students who personify  

Excellence in Education 
  

“Clarissa Hug Teacher of the Year”  

“Para-Educator Excellence”  

“Yes I Can!” award for  

students or young adults 

 

Please check the Idaho CEC website 
www.idahocec.org for more informa-

tion and nomination forms. Nomina-

tions must be postmarked by Septem-

ber 15, 2010. 

IDAHO COUNCIL FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN CONFERENCE  
 

The 2010 CEC Fall Confer-

ence is in coordination with 

the Idaho School  

Psychologists Association 

 

CEC Conference-at-a-

Glance and CEC online 

registration can be found 

at www.idahocec.org  

 

School Psychologists 

Association information 

and registration can be 

found at 

www.idahoschoolpsych.org 

 

Contact Sun Valley Reservations 

for conference rate 

housing options 800 -

786 -8259  



Division on Career Development and  

Transition Pre Conference  
Wednesday, October 6  

1:00 ð 5:00 pm Sun Valley, Idaho  

Using Technology for Transition 
Presented by Shawn Wright  

A fun build and take workshop designed to turn your PowerPoint 

presentations into audio narrated Flash versions using two amazing 

software applications, Audacity and Scate Ignite. Compare ease of 

use, pricing, and final output versions and see how your work be-

comes an easy to post Flash training.  Each participant will build a 

version of their PowerPoint utilizing the software apps. A sample  

can be viewed at media.idahotc.com/cdhd/brenda1/player.html  

Shawn Wright is a web designer, CMS manager and instructional 
system designer for the Idaho Training Clearinghouse. He has 
developed and instructed technology training ses-
sions for the last 14 years and has presented for 
more than 10 years at NCCE.  

Shawn enjoys working with digital audio and Power-
Point presentations and turning them into online 
streaming Flash presentations. Shawn loves digital 
video, digital cameras, digital audio recording , 
netbooks, tablet PCõs, input tablet devices, port-
able digital audio and video recording setups, and all 
things Radio Shack. Shawnõs nickname is Shack and he loves to 
show you the technology òon the cheapóéthe tech tools and 
toys at the least cost!  

Division of Learning Disabilities  
Pre conference  

 Wednesday, October 6  
1:00 ð 5:00 pm Sun Valley, Idaho  

Workshop #1: Social Thinking  

Presented by Jaime Rivetts  

This workshop introduces new approaches that provide 
systematic, explicit instruction for children with social 
learning challenges. Social cognition deficits are experi-
enced by many people with ADD/ADHD, Asperger’s 
Syndrome, high-functioning autism, learning disabilities, 
nonverbal deficits, bipolar disorder, and other diagnostic 
labels. Participants will learn the basics of social thinking, 
who social thinking helps, social and academic implica-
tions, and a few key strategies to use with students.  

Workshop #2: A Model for Memory  

Presented by Anne Clohessy, Nick Goodman & Cristianne Lane  

Memory is so complex! Lee Pesky Learning Center has devel-

oped a model for memory to help educators, parents, and stu-

dents better understand how memory works, the issues and chal-

lenges related to memory. Participants will receive a copy of the 

model and strategies to help students experience more success.  

 

Clarissa Hug  
òTeacher of the Yearó Award  

 

The Clarissa Hug Teacher of the Year Award recognizes a 
CEC member who currently provides direct services to 

students with exceptionalities. This award exemplifies 

the best in special education teaching. His or her work 

reflects significant educational success for students, 

continued professional development and the highest 

standards of educational quality. 
  

Nominations may be made by an individual, educa-

tional organization, or community group.  
 

More information and the nomination form can be 

found on the CEC website, www.idahocec.org.  

 

Council for Children with  

Behavior Disorders  

Pre Conference 
Wednesday, October 6  

1:00 ñ 5:00 pm  

 Sun Valley, Idaho  

2E: GT/ED ID, E.g. & IEP 
Presented by Dr. Larry Rogien  

 This workshop offers a heads on/hands on ap-
proach to the world of Twice Exceptional (2E): gifted 
plus disabled in some way. Using real and fictional 
characters, we will illustrate the identifying character-
istics of 2E children through the lives of Michelangelo, 
Mozart, Beethoven, Will Hunting, John Forbes Nash, 
Harry Potter, David Helfgott, and Ted Bundy. Come 
prepared for movie clips, stories, table 
discussions, group discussions, role 
plays, and, of course, a bit of lecture.  

Dr. Rogien has worked as an administra-
tor, curriculum developer, educational 
consultant, program evaluator and has 
post doctoral training in school psychol-
ogy and counseling. His scholarship in-
cludes contributions to three manuals 
for Gifted and Talented Education for 
the Idaho Department of Education, a text book on 
effective teaching and classroom (Kyle and Rogien: 
Opportunities and Options in Classroom Manage-
ment,   and technical briefs for the National Association 
of School Psychologists. Rogien is the executive editor 
of The Researcher, journal of the Northern Rocky 
Mountain Educational Research Association. He is also 
an annual presenter at Edufest, a national conference 
on gifted and talented students. His research interests 
include effective teaching, gifted and talented edu-
cation, and  professional development.  

http://media.idahotc.com/cdhd/brenda1/player.html


   DEC Post    
Conference  

           Saturday, October 9  
          10:00 am ð 4:30 pm  
            Sun Valley, Idaho  

Who Needs to Learn What 
and How Would I Know? 
Strategies for Planning 

and Revising Early Child-
hood Instruction  

Presented by Dr. Kristie Pretti -Frontczak  

This post conference session will focus on 
how to make data driven decisions for plan-
ning and revising instruction. In other words, 
as a part of quality instruction efforts. In par-
ticular the session will focus on how to iden-
tify patterns and trends with regards to chil-
dren's performance toward important out-
comes and how to interpret information in 
order to plan appropriate instruction. 
 

Dr. Frontzcak is an Associate Professor in 
early childhood intervention at Kent State 
University. Kristie received her doctorate in 
early intervention and has extensive experi-
ence in preparing preservice and inservice 
personnel working with young children and 
their families.  

She directs the Early Child-
hood Intervention Specialist 
Program at KSU where she 
works with children with dis-
abilities from birth to age 8.  

Her research centers on using 
authentic assessment prac-
tices for accountability and 
programming , effective approaches to 
working with young children in inclusive set-
tings, and the link between assessment, indi-
vidualized goals, and quality curriculum.  
 

For more details contact Jessica Smith -fisher, 
Idaho DEC President -Elect 208 -334-0915 or 
bluetulip.jessica@gmail.com  

 
Idaho the Association for the Gifted  

Post Conference  
Saturday, October 9  

8:30 am ñ 12:00 pm  

Sun Valley, Idaho  

Twice Exceptional Learners 
Presented by Dr. Susan Baum, Robin Sly  

and Sherry Dismuke  
With RTI becoming imbedded in Idaho districts, there is a need for profes-
sionals concerned about Gifted and Twice Exceptional children to come 
together to collaborate. Come lend you voice to the discussion on how RTI 
can serve these populations of students. We will be discussing policy, shar-
ing ideas, and setting a vision with state leaders, Dr. Susan Baum, and our 
local experts from Trail Wind Elementary in Boise, Sherry Dismuke and 
Robin Sly. 
 

Susan Baum is a celebrated and renowned author of 
many books including the very popular and useful Multiple 
Intelligences in the Elementary Classroom: A teachers tool-
kit. She is an expert on twice exceptional children and is a 
Professor Emeritus for the College of New Rochelle, New 
York and presently works as an international educational 
consultant serving international schools around the world.  

 

Idaho State Department of Education   
Post Conference  

Saturday, October 9  

8:00 am ñ 4:00 pm  

Sun Valley, Idaho  

F.L.A.S.H. (Family Life and Sexual Health) 
The State Department of Education is offering a training on the Special 
Education F.L.A.S.H. (Family Life and Sexual Health) Curriculum. 
F.L.A.S.H. is a comprehensive sexuality education curriculum that has been 
adopted and widely used in schools in Washington and throughout the 
United States. The curriculum aligns with current National Health Educa-
tion Standards along with the Idaho Health Education Standards. This cur-
riculum is based on years of practical teaching experience in this subject 
area and provides functional teacher tools for students with diverse learning 
needs. 

Special Education F.L.A.S.H.: Secondary is intended for middle school and 
high school students with the goals of assisting in the development of per-
sons: 

¶  who are knowledgeable about human development and reproduction 

¶  who respect and appreciate themselves, their families and all persons 

¶ who will neither exploit others nor allow themselves to be exploited. 

Register with or without meals * CEC Divi-
sion Luncheon options * Banquet with enter-
tainment * Raffles * Silent Auction * Gradu-
ate credit available with Pre or Post Confer-

ence attendance * networking with col-
leagues and friends * fun * Sun Valley Re-

sort lodging and great atmosphere  



 

Keynote: Thursday, October 7th, 8:00—10:00 am 

Managing the Emotional Rollercoaster Through Social Pragmatic Language  

Presented by Tim Kowalski 

Emotions are perhaps one of the most difficult features of Asperger syndrome. Few therapists know how to handle the 
chaos created by the emotional roller coaster in Asperger syndrome. This session will offer practical strategies to help in 
recognizing, reacting, and restraining impulsivity associated with the inability to read‖ emotions. 
 

Timothy P. Kowalski, M.A.,C.C.C. is a licensed speech -language pathologist specializing in social -

pragmatic communication deficits and reknown expert on Asperger Syndrome. He regularly consults 

to schools on best practices for students identified or suspected of having Asperger syndrome and pro-

vides school -wide district in -services. Mr. Kowalski is the author of Social -Pragmatic Success for Asperger 

Syndrome and Other Related Disorders, The Source for Asperger's Syndrome, and Assessing Social 

Communication in Asperger Syndrome. He regularly presents on a wide variety of issues relative to As-

perger syndrome at national and international seminars. You will find him to be an entertaining, dy-

namic presenter who provides insights and strategies that can be immediately implemented.  

 

Keynote: Friday, October 8th, 8:00—10:00 am 

Answering Special Education's Perpetual "WH" Questions 

Presented by Dr. Kristie Pretti-Frontzcak 

As policy makers and researchers continue to refine, revise, and renew ESEA/IDEA, practitioners face a widening gap be-
tween recommended practice and reality. The keynote will highlight what many have termed perpetual issues in special 
education by exploring answers to "WH" questions in terms of meeting the needs of children and students with diverse 
abilities. Specifically we'll explore WHO should receive services, WHAT services they should be given, WHERE services 
should be delivered, WHEN, and "by" WHOM. Emphasis will be placed on enhancing the skills of practitioners to serve as 
strong collaborators, demonstrate competence in an ever changing educational environment, and who can communicate 
effectively with families, related service personnel, general educations, administrators, and members of the community.  
 

Dr. Kristie Pretti-Frontzcak is a Professor in early childhood intervention at Kent State University.Kristie has extensive exper i-

ence in preparing preservice and inservice personnel in recommended practices for working with young children and 

their families. She directs the Early Childhood Intervention Specialist Program at KSU, where she is re-

sponsible for preparing preservice teachers to work with children with disabilities from birth to age 

eight. Kristie frequency provides training and technical assistance to programs interested in the Assess-

ment, Evaluation and Programming System (AEPS), Activity -Based Intervention (ABI), and creating le-

gally defensible and meaningful individualized education plans (IEPs). Her lines of research center on 

using authentic assessment practices for accountability and programming (specifically on the utility of 

the AEPS), effective approaches to working with young children in inclusive settings (specifically re-

garding the efficacy of an activity -based approach and the application of universal design for learn-

ing principles), and the link between assessment, individualized goals, and quality curriculum.  

 

IDAHO COUNCIL FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN CONFERENCE  

 

 
 

 

                 5GD d$½R NE cbst Century Special Education:  

              Collaboration, Competence, Communication 
                                      October 6-9, 2010  Sun Valley, Idaho  



Please note: The 
Idaho School 
Psychologists 
Association    

information and 
registration can 

be found at    
www.idahoschool

psych.org 



IDAHO COUNCIL FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN 

MINI - GRANT  

APPLICATION  

Purpose of Mini-Grant Awards: The 

Idaho CEC awards mini-grants to pro-

vide financial assistance to support the 

activities of exceptional children 

throughout the state of Idaho. 

* Mini-grants are awarded yearly (January), for up to $500 

per proposal. Proposals must provide DIRECT SERVICE 

to exceptional children. Applicants must be current CEC 

members (CEC Executive Board members are ineligible). 

¶ You may join in order to apply for a mini-

grant. Applications must be received by 

January 1st in order to be considered for 

funding. 

¶ The application must be concerning a pro-

posal not previously funded. 

¶ The CEC Executive Board reviews and 

awards the mini-grants. 

¶ The CEC Executive Committee will notify all mini-

grant applicants in writing. Notices will indicate mini-

grant approval/declined and the dollar amount awarded. 

¶ Mini-grant awardees will be responsible for a poster 

board displaying their project at the next CEC confer-

ence 

Applications can be found on the CEC website, 

www.idahocec.org  

We NEED You ! 
Nominate yourself or your colleague to be-

come part of the leadership team—Idaho 

CEC is now accepting nomi-

nations for three positions: 

Vice-President, Treasurer 

and Representative. 
 

VICE PRESIDENT— dur-

ing the first year, the Vice-President’s main 

responsibility is to learn about the workings of 

CEC, help with the organization’s strategic 

plan and begin preparing for the next year’s 

conference. 

The second year the VP becomes the Presi-

dent-Elect with the main responsibility be-

ing that of chairing the annual conference 

and assisting with the organizations func-

tions. The third year finds this elected official 

in the capacity of President where leadership 

is the focus. 

Finally, the fourth, as Past President, one 

moves into a more supportive role to the CEC 

organization. (a four year position) 
 

TREASURER  -  The Treasurer maintains 

the financial records, pays the bills, presents a 

quarterly report, and chairs the budget setting 

committee.   (a two year position) 
 

REPRESENTATIVE - The Representative is 

a liaison between our State CEC Board and 

the National CEC Board of Directors. Idaho 

has two Representatives who attend National 

meeting as a voice from Idaho and keeps our 

state organization up to date on the latest na-

tional developments. (a two year position) 
 

To nominate yourself or another person, 

please go to www.idahocec.org for an appli-

cation form or contact Rene Rohrer at 

rene_rohrer@yahoo.com.  

  Idaho CEC Officers  
 

President Rene Rohrer Rene_rohrer@yahoo.com 

Past President Karen Gillette gillettekaren@msn.com 

President Elect Phyllis Vermilyea pvermilyea@nsd131.org 

Vice President Cyndi Cook ccook@nsd131.org 

Secretary Lisa Perry lperry@nsd131.org  

Treasurer Alyssa Carter Carterfam@cableone.net 

Representative Ling Tsao ltsao@uidaho.edu 

Representative Barbara Huck catquilt@yahoo.com 

CAN Coordinator Misty Knuchell Fun2eduk8@aol.com 

 



 Professional Development Opportunity for 

Idahoõs Blended Students 
Idaho’s subdivision for Early Childhood is of-
fering a scholarship for a two year member-
ship to the Council for Exceptional Children 

and the Division for Early Childhood (CEC/
DEC).   

This year, we are expanding the scholar-
ships to one student in their senior year) in a Blended Early Child-
hood program at BYU Idaho, Boise State, University of Idaho or 
Idaho State University.  Not only will the recipient receive a free two 
year membership, but they will also receive paid registration for the 
annual Idaho CEC conference and DEC post conference in Sun Val-
ley, Idaho with 2-3 nights lodging during the conference in October 
2010.   

 The scholarship will be available to DEC and Non-DEC 
members. If you would like to receive the application via e-mail or 
have any questions, please contact: Honey Saucier, DEC Vice Presi-
dent,  hsaucier@mdsd.org.  

DCDT News       by Patty Hutton 

Four DCDT officers were able to attend 
the National CEC Conference in Nashville.  We 
were able to attend a variety of session.  It is 
good to learn that we are on the right track in 
many areas, and ahead of others in the field of transition.  We did 
bring back some new information, which we hope to share soon. 

 DCDT will once again be hosting a Pre-Conference at the 
CEC fall conference in Sun Valley. This year the preconference will 
be from 1-5 on Wednesday, October 6th.  Shawn Wright from the 
Idaho Clearing House will be presenting on Using Technology for 
Transition. He will provide information on how to use audio and 
video technology for senior projects, portfolio, student- led IEPs and 
other transition activities. He will demonstrate web based programs, 
as well as tools like flip cameras. 

  Nominations are now open for the Life Time Achievement 
Award.  The nominee should be someone who has been in transition 
for a significant amount of time, or someone who has helped stu-
dents transition into their communities, and be a CEC member.  If 
you have someone in mind please send the name of the nominee and 
a brief synopsis of why you think the person deserves the award 
to Staci Vreeland at staciv1@msn.com.  

Idaho Subdivision on Autism  

 and Developmental Disabilities  
By Linda Laz, IDDADD President 

 The purpose of the Division on Autism 
and Developmental Disabilities is to advance (a) 
the education and welfare of persons with autism 
and developmental disabilities, (b) research in the 
education of persons with autism and developmen-
tal disabilities, (c) competency of educators in this 
field, (d) public understanding of autism and devel-
opmental disabilities, and (e) legislation needed to 
help accomplish these goals.  We encourage and 
promote professional growth, research, and the 
dissemination and utilization of research findings. 

 We encounter a multitude of issues in our 
daily work with individuals with autism and devel-
opmental disabilities—evidence based practices, 
behavior, alternate assessments, time out/seclusion 
issues, and inclusion, to name a few—and mem-
bership in DADD is a useful, informative way to 
increase and maintain our knowledge and profes-
sional standards.  It is easy to become actively in-
volved in CEC, DADD, and IDDAD, and it is an 
effective way to help change the face of special 
education!  

 On a national level, you will notice that 
the name has been changed on our distinctive jour-
nal Education and Training in Autism and Devel-
opmental Disabilities.  The DADD board is still 
working on the branding and logo. We will also 
update our website which is still under the old 
name at www.dddcec.org. After a downward slide 
in members the past couple of years, DADD is 
now one of three divisions that has actually in-
creased membership.  I think it is only going to 
continue to increase here in Idaho!   

 The Idaho Subdivision of the Division on 
Autism and Developmental Disabilities was offi-
cially recognized in January, 2010.  Now our work 
really begins! Please make your plans now to at-
tend the Idaho CEC conference in Sun Valley in 
October. We will have a combination luncheon and 
business meeting, and I hope to see and meet all 
IDDADD members there. We are looking for more 
proposals for the conference in Sun Valley, so if 
you have great methods and/or ideas or research to 
share, don’t hesitate to let us know. Thank you for 
all you do for our Idaho children and students! 

Council for  
Exceptional  
Children  2011  
Convention & Expo 

April 25-28, 2011 
National Harbor  

Maryland  
 

SAVE the  

DATE 

mailto:hsaucier@mdsd.org
mailto:staciv1@msn.com
http://www.dddcec.org/


CAN Childrenõs Action Network  
by Misty Knuchell 

I hope this finds you doing well and maintaining attitudes of opti-
mism during this time of uncertainty.  It is during times such as 
these that innovation and higher level thinking skills come to 
play.  Stretching the dollar and learning to do more with less is 
something we in special education have been doing for years.  
Please move forward knowing actions always speak louder than 
words and the students and staff you work with depend on you 
as leaders to set examples of professionalism. 
At the convention in Nashville, CEC unveiled to the members a 
series of recommendations calling on Congress to revamp the 
Elementary and Secondary Education (ESEA) recently known 
as No Child Left Behind.  This is a list of ―proactive solu-
tions to complicated issues.‖  They’re referred to as guid-
ing principles: 
1. Supporting a well prepared successful educational work-

force. 

2. Meaningful systems that encourage collaborative and sup-
portive measurements, evaluations and reward of profes-
sional performance. 

3. Strengthening assessment and accountability for all children. 

4. Meeting the unique needs of gifted learners. 

5. mproving outcomes for all children through the collaborations 
of all educators. 

6. Developing improved strategies that create positive school re-
form. 

7. Providing full funding to execute the goals and provisions of 
IDEA. 

8. *ystems that are carefully coordinated and balanced between 
ESEA and IDEA to recognize and enhance the system for as-
sessment and accountability for a diverse population of chil-
dren, including those with disabilities and/or gifts and talents. 

As usual, CEC encourages its members to contact members of 
Congress to support ―revamping ESEA to better meet the needs 
of students with disabilities and/or gifts and talents.‖  Draft email 
is available at CECs’ Legislative Action Center.  Personalize the 
mail and send it directly to members of Congress to show your 
support and make a difference. 
Many presentations at the CEC national conference focused on 
the ―need to have ESEA and IDEA work better together.‖  There 
were also presentations on the common core standards move-
ment; differentiated compensation models; children with disabili-
ties in charter schools; and the future of special education. 
As always, I encourage you to do your part.  We can make a dif-
ference in the lives of students and youth with exceptionalities.  
We can make a difference for the professionals who work on 
their behalf.  

The òYes I Can!ó  
Idaho Awards  

 

 The Yes I Can! Awards Program was estab-
lished to celebrate the achievements of children and 
youth with disabilities, to encourage children and 
youth with disabilities to seek their highest potential; 
and to increase public awareness of the abilities, as-
pirations, and personal qualities of people with dis-
abilities. 
 Award Nominees may be recognized in one 
of  the following nine categories: 

¶ Academics:  achievement in a subject area such 
as math, science, reading, social studies, language 
arts, foreign languages, etc.  or a high level of 

achievement on standardized tests, etc. 

¶ Arts:  achievement in a particular medium 
such as music, art, drama, dance, or written 

expression, etc. 

¶ Athletics:  achievement in motor 
skills or a particular athletic activity 
through a setting such as intramurals, 
Special Olympics, physical education 
classes, or after-school athletic activi-
ties. 

¶ Community Service:  contributions to the commu-
nity through activities such as volunteer work, youth 
work, clean-up campaigns, etc. 

¶ Employment:  achievement through work experi-
ence in either workshop settings or the competitive 
job market. 

¶ Extracurricular Activities:  achievement in organ-
ized activities through groups such as Boy/Girl 
Scouts, church, clubs, or other activities 

¶ Independent Living Skills:  achievement in mas-
tering activities for daily self-efficiency such as per-
sonal hygiene, cooking, dressing, use of public trans-
portation, etc. 

¶ Self-Advocacy:  achievement in assuming practi-
cal responsibility for oneself, using knowledge of le-
gal rights, advancing oneõs goals, and/or effective in 
obtaining appropriate accommodations for oneself.  

¶ Technology:  significant achievement through the 
use of computerized devices and equipment. 
 Nominees for the Yes I Can! Awards program 
are for youth up to 21 years  of age.  Each nominee 
is eligible in only one category. The award winners 
will be notified in late September.   
 Download the application from 
www.idahocec.org   
 Send nomination forms for the Idaho Yes I 
Can! Awards to: Barbara Huck at 
huckb@weiserschools.org or Cyndi Cook at  
ccook@nsd131.org  


