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Idaho State University  
Student Division   

 Idaho State University CEC students 
have had a busy 2007-08 school year. They 
supported a number of activities this year which 
included the following.  
• CEC Sun Valley Convention: We had a 
good turnout of students attending this conven-
tion. 
• CW HOG barbeque:  CEC student members 

provide fun activities for the children at this barbeque. We 
provided a fish pond with prizes, a cake walk with actual 
cakes and face painting, arm or leg painting…! 
• Adopt a Teacher:  We provided bookcases, books, and com-
fortable chairs for a new reading corner in a teacher’s classroom. 
• Teacher Appreciation Luncheon: This event was well attended 
by teachers in the community and by ISU instructors. The CEC stu-
dent’s honored these people and thanked them all for their sup-
port. 
• Dutch Oven: This is our main money making project which sup-
ports our program of helping in the community. It is well attended 
each year as there is great food, fun raffles, and prizes. We 
appreciate our area businesses for their gifts used in the raffles. 
• We provided a helmet for a young local girl. 
• Tools for Life: CEC members attended and helped as 
needed. 
• Kool Aid Forum: Kool Aid and cookies were provided for 
a forum where we sponsored David Wacker as the speaker. 
It has been a great, active year for the CEC officers and 
members     
 By Christine 

Lewis-Clark State College Joins 
Idaho CEC 

Idaho CEC’s newest Student division has 
just completed their first year.  Lewis-Clark 
State College’s (LCSC) CEC Student Chap-
ter has been going strong since August of 
last year.  Student Advisor Michelle Doty 
and President Mandi Weber took students 
to the Idaho state conference as well as the 
national CEC conference in Boston.   

From these conferences we 
brought back valuable information to 
share with fellow education students at 
LCSC.   

We have also participated in 
fund-raising activities, such as raffle sales 
at the state conference and the Christmas 
Craft Fair in association with the Associ-
ated Student Body of LCSC.    

On campus, we are strongly promoting 
CEC and Special Education to other students on 
campus, trying to gain awareness and interest in 
the field.  Our primary goal for the following 
year is to increase active participation as well as 
bring more students to state and national confer-
ences. 

By Amanda Weber  

Idaho CEC Student Divisions 

Student Chapters  
 CEC’s Student Chapters give pre-service 
special educators a head start to meeting their 
professional goals.  
 Through its student chapters, CEC pro-
vides members with professional development 
seminars, leadership opportunities, networking 
opportunities through meetings, workshops, and 
CEC’s Annual Convention & Expo with leading 
special education experts, the latest information 
on developments in the field, and guidance on 
job hunting -- including a job bank just for spe-
cial educators. 
 Student members also receive a member 
discount while members and during their first 
year as a teacher.  
 Interested in student membership? Con-
tact Michelle Doty at mddoty@lcsc.edu. 

National Gifted Education 
Standards for University 
Preparation Programs  

 This guidebook helps univer-
sity personnel design or revise 
teacher preparation courses in 
gifted education to align with the 
new NCATE-approved standards 
required for program accreditation. 
Professors and program coordina-
tors will find sample syllabi, infor-

mation on teacher assessment, and a CD-ROM with an exten-
sive annotated bibliography of related research and litera-
ture.  Item #S5865 $41.95  
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Spring 2008 CAN CEC News 
 Hope this finds everyone doing well and 
enjoying spring.  Winter seemed to last an eternity, 
however we can attest to having a white one! 
 CEC has been active as usual advocating 
on behalf of special and gifted education.  They 
have taken an ‘active role’ in the reauthorization 

process for the renewal of NCLB.  Some of 
their recommendations include; “schools that 
have a well prepared, diverse, and successful 
educational workforce; schools that are fully 

funded to achieve success; and systems that are 
carefully coordinated and balanced between 

ESEA and IDEA to recognize the system for assess-
ment and accountability for a diverse popula-
tion of children, including those with disabilities 
and/or gifts and talents.”    
 There is a meeting schedule where CEC 
is encouraging you to attend and voice your 
feedback!  The closest meeting to us is, May 
22, 2008 from 9 a.m. -12 p.m. & 2 p.m. -5 
p.m. at W Hotel 1112 4th Avenue   Seattle 
WA 98101, in the Great Room 1.  There is 
also a meeting in Kansas City on May 19, 
2008, one in Dunwoody GA on May 15 and 

Boston MA on May 14, 2008.  Please feel free 
to email me @ Fun2eduk8@aol.com for more 
details of those meetings if you are interested. 
 The third week of April, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education released its final priority and 
grant information for the Javits program for stu-
dents with gifts and talents.  A total of six re-
search and demonstration grants will be funded. 
 The Institute of Education Sciences IES will 
host a series of webinars to discuss research fund-
ing opportunities at the National Center for Spe-
cial Education Research (NCSER) and the National 
Center for Education Research (NCER).  The three 
types of webinars offered are a basic overview 
of IES, NCSER, and MCER research topics and the 
peer review process; grant writing workshop; 
and the grant submission process.  Please feel 
free to contact me if you would like more de-
tails @ Fun2eduk8@aol.com. 
 CEC continues to monitor situation in-
volving issued series of regulations seeking to 
restrict or eliminate Medicaid reimbursement of 
targeted case management, rehabilitation ser-
vices, transportation and administrative claim-
ing for Medicaid-eligible children with disabili 

 
ties.  There are legislators extensively involved, and 
CEC has been working to take action. 
 As usual, I encourage those of you who want 
to advocate for youth with disabilities and gifts by 
subscribing to CEC’s Policy Insider.  It is our connection 
to special education and gifted education policy in-
formation.  If you want to be involved with Action 
Alerts, please send me your email address and I will 
place it on a contact list.  When CEC wants action 
taken quickly with our legislators, you will be advised. 
 Hope you continue to have a nice spring, and 
a wonderful, restful summer. 
 By Misty Knuchell 
 Idaho Unit CEC CAN Rep 

CAN Children’s Action Network 

  

 On April 23, the House of Representatives 
voted overwhelmingly to pass legislation to prevent 
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) from implementing regulations that would 
negatively impact children with disabilities, despite 
veto threats from the White House. Clearly, Represen-
tatives heard the loud voice of advocates from the 
health care, disability and education communities!  
 The President is continuing to threaten to veto 
this legislation. Please contact your Senators today to 
urge them to support our cause and secure a veto-
proof margin in the Senate  
 CEC is pleased that many of its recommenda-
tions have been included in both the House and Sen-
ate bills to support access to higher education for stu-
dents with disabilities and the foster the preparation 
of general education and special education teachers 
so that they can effectively instruct students with dis-
abilities and/or gifts and talents.   
 Specifically, CEC supports including provisions 
that provide financial incentives to focus on students 
with disabilities who enroll in post-secondary schools, 
increasing funding to support higher education faculty 
to better educate students with disabilities, conducting 
a national survey on students with disabilities and ac-
cess to secondary education, providing a trial of tax 
incentives to encourage students with disabilities to 
invest in post-secondary education, and incorporating 
into higher education textbook and technology acces-
sibility measures 



The Yes I Can! Idaho Awards  
 

 The Yes I Can! Awards Program was established to 
celebrate the achievements of children and youth with disabili-
ties, to encourage children and youth with disabilities to seek 
their highest potential; and to increase public awareness of the 
abilities, aspirations, and personal qualities of people with dis-
abilities. 
 Award Nominees may be recognized in one of  the 
following nine categories: 

• Academics:  achievement in a subject area such as 
math, science, reading, social studies, language arts, for-
eign languages, etc.  or a high level of achievement on 

standardized tests, etc. 
• Arts:  achievement in a particular medium such 

as music, art, drama, dance, or written expression, 
etc. 
• Athletics:  achievement in motor skills or 
a particular athletic activity through a setting 
such as intramurals, Special Olympics, physi-
cal education classes, or after-school athletic 
activities. 

• Community Service:  contributions to the community 
through activities such as volunteer work, youth work, clean-up 
campaigns, etc. 
• Employment:  achievement through work experience in 
either workshop settings or the competitive job market. 
• Extracurricular Activities:  achievement in organized activi-
ties through groups such as Boy/Girl Scouts, church, clubs, or 
other activities 
• Independent Living Skills:  achievement in mastering ac-
tivities for daily self-efficiency such as personal hygiene, cook-
ing, dressing, use of public transportation, etc. 
• Self-Advocacy:  achievement in assuming practical respon-
sibility for oneself, using knowledge of legal rights, advancing 
one’s goals, and/or effective in obtaining appropriate accom-
modations for oneself.  
• Technology:  significant achievement through the use of 
computerized devices and equipment. 
 
 Nominees for the Yes I Can! Awards program are for 
youth up to 21 years  of age.  Each nominee is eligible in only 
one category.   All nominations must be postmarked no later 
than June 14, 2008.  The award winners will be notified in late 
September.   
 Download the application from www.idahocec.org   
  
Send nomination forms for the Idaho Yes I Can! Awards to: 
 Barbara Huck at huckb@weiserschools.org or  

Cyndi Cook at  ccook@nsd131.org  
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Save the Date  

Tools for Life 2009! 
March 2-3, 2009 

Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 
Mark your calendars and save the 
date for the fifth annual Tools for 
Life:  Secondary Transition and 
Technology Fair, set for March 2-
3, 2009 at the Coeur d’Alene Inn 
in Coeur d’Alene, ID!  

 Tools for Life is for anyone who has an interest 
in supporting individuals with disabilities as they transi-
tion from school to life.  This includes secondary educa-
tors, post-secondary educators, special educators, thera-
pists, counselors, service providers, job developers, other 
rehabilitation specialists, and especially secondary stu-
dents with disabilities and their families.   
 Throughout the two-day event, there will be 
presentations by regional and national experts on issues 
surrounding secondary transition and assistive technol-
ogy.  An Exhibitor Hall will be open both days to allow 
agencies and vendors the opportunity to promote their 
organizations, present resources, and demonstrate their 
newest products. 
 The Tools for Life Fair is sponsored in part by 
the Idaho State Department of Education, the Idaho 
Assistive Technology Project (IATP) at the Center on 
Disabilities and Human Development, and the Idaho 
Council on Developmental Disabilities.  For further infor-
mation, please contact the IATP at 1-800-432-8324. 

 

Council for Exceptional Children 
2009 Convention and Expo 

              April 1-4, 2009  
                            Seattle, Washington  



CEC distributes policy on Safe 
Schools for All Children, pro-
vides resources to help educa-
tors in recognition of National 

Children’s Mental Health 
Awareness Day. 

ARLINGTON, VA, MAY 4, 2008 —
Contrary to popular be-
lief, children with excep-
tionalities are not the bul-
lies. More often, children 
with special needs are 
victims of bullying: 
Eighty percent of children 
with learning disabilities 
are bullied at school; 60 
percent of those children 
endured physical attacks, 
according to a 2007 
study by Mencap. 
Forty percent of children 
with autism and 60 per-
cent of children with As-
perger’s syndrome 
have been bullied, ac-
cording to the National 
Autistic Society. 
Children with attention 
deficit hyperactivity disor-
der are almost 10 times 
more likely as others to 
have been regular targets 
of bullies, according to a 
report in the Journal of De-
velopmental Medicine & 
Child Neurology. 
Sixty-seven percent of gifted 
students have experienced 
bullying by the eighth grade, 
according to a 2006 study 
by Purdue University re-
searchers 
Forty-two percent of children 
have been bullied while 
online; 35 percent have 
been threatened online, 
according to a 2004 i-SAFE 
survey of 1,500 students 
grades 4-8. Since cyber-
bullies, like other bullies, 
look for targets who are 
vulnerable, children 
with exceptionalities 
may be especially at 

risk for cyberbullying. 

Bullying and other forms of har-
assment have been shown to 
negatively affect children’s men-
tal health. Children who are bul-
lied are more likely to have 
lower self-esteem and suffer 
from depression or other mental 
health problems, including 
thoughts of suicide. In addition, 
victims of bullying or harassment 
often experience a variety of 
health problems and are absent 
from or dislike school. Further-
more, adults who were bullied as 
children are more likely to be 
depressed or have low self-
esteem as adults. 
As part of its initiative to pro-
mote mental health for stu-
dents, CEC is distributing its 
policy on Safe and Positive 
School Climate, which deline-
ates the basis on which stu-
dent harassment and bullying 
are more likely to occur and 
stresses that students with 
disabilities may be more 
likely to be victims of bullying 
and harassment because they 
may not be able to understand 
and/or report what is hap-
pening to them. 
CEC also makes several recom-
mendations for educators and 
schools to prevent student bully-
ing and harassment, including 
schools should have clear policies 
prohibiting harassment and dis-
crimination, all members of the 
school community should uphold 
the right of every student to a 
safe learning environment, and 
special educators must use effec-
tive practices to promote school 
climates that support human and 
civil rights and social justice for 
diverse student populations. 
CEC is also making available to 
educators and others tips on 
preventing and stopping bullying 
and harassment,  resources for 
implementing a positive school 
climate, and recent news articles 
on school bullying in the U.S. and 
the world. 
“It is essential that students feel 

safe in school,” says CEC Presi-
dent Susan Fowler. “To do this, 
schools must proactively imple-
ment policies and practices that 
prevent student bullying. With 
these resources, educators can 
provide a positive school envi-
ronment, which is necessary if 
students are to experience men-
tal health, a feeling of safety, 
and learning.”  

 

Steps Schools Can Take 
to Stop Bullying  

School Administration  
Establish school-wide behavior 
strategies that all teachers know 
about and adhere to, including:  
 

• A clear, positive purpose  
• A set of positively stated ex-

pectations for prosocial 
behavior  

• Procedures for teaching school-
wide expectations  

• A continuum of procedures for 
encouraging students to 
display expected behaviors  

• A continuum of procedures for 
discouraging violations of 
school-wide expectations  

• A method for monitoring 
implementation and ef-
fectiveness.*  

Develop and implement clear 
policies and a system for taking 
reports of bullying and harass-
ment and following up on them.  
Provide students and staff with 
access to a range of resources, 
including professionals with ex-
pertise in intercultural and diver-
sity-related counseling and hu-
man relations.  
Instruct all school staff on the 
importance of bullying and 
provide training in bullying 
prevention.  
Post staff throughout the 
school (and especially in “hot 
spots”) to detect and report 
incidents of bullying.  
Develop programs to help those 
bullied as well as children who 
are engaging in bullying.  

Develop an anti-bullying team, 
including teachers, parents, ad-
ministrators, and students.  

Teachers  
Use class time to prevent bullying 
through class discussion, role 
playing, examples from litera-
ture and history. Teach students 
the difference between tattling 
and bullying. (Tattling is to get 
someone in trouble. Reporting is 
to keep someone safe).  
Teach students strategies to deal 
with bullying such as:  
 

• Teaching victims to be assertive 
and say, “That’s bullying.” If 
the bullying continues, the 
child should report it.  

 

• Teach bystanders how to re-
spond, i.e., not joining in or 
offering support.  

 

Reach out to all students, so stu-
dents feel connected to school 
and school personnel.  
 

Cyberbullying  
Discuss cyberbullying, i.e., 
what it is, it is important to 
take seriously, the victim has 
done nothing wrong.  
Ensure students know to re-
port cyberbullying to a re-
sponsible adult.  
Provide information about how 
students can protect themselves 
when using a chat room and 
other Web services.  
Provide information about what 
to do if cyberbullying occurs: 
report it to a trusted adult, keep 
and save messages, do not re-
spond to the message, get cell 
phone number changed, share 
phone and e-mail addresses 
only with trusted friends.  
*From the Center for Positive 
Behavioral Interventions and 
Support, George Sugai and 
Robert Horner.  

 

Children with Disabilities and/or Gifts Often the Target of Bullying, Taunts, and Cyberabuse 
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CEC’s 2008 Convention and Expo—
Learning and Excitement for All 
A record-breaking 7,500 education professionals and 
parents from across the United States and around the 
globe gathered in one of America’s most beautiful and 
historic cities for CEC’s 2008 Annual Convention & Expo 
in Boston on April 2-5. A palpable excitement infused 
the air as attendees charted their own “IEPs” for learn-
ing and enhancement. With nearly 800 sessions to 
choose from, leading educational experts to meet and 
hear on the most important topics in special and gifted 
education today, colleagues with which to share strate-
gies, and a dynamic Exhibit Hall to explore, the learn-
ing was impressive, the energy contagious, and the ex-
perience a whole lot of fun! 

Even “Fonzie” Had Challenges, Attendees Discovered 

Kicking off the convention, Henry Winkler, best known 
as “The Fonz” of the “Happy Days” sitcom and now a 
writer of children’s novels about a boy with learning 
challenges, had the standing-room-only General Ses-
sion crowd laughing for a solid hour. Having struggled 
with dyslexia and other learning disabilities himself, 
Winkler described auditioning as a young man and 
bluffing producers into believing he was really “feeling 
the character” while making up dialogue as he went, 
because he couldn’t read the script. 

Winker describes his experiences as a child with learn-
ing disabilities through the eyes of the main character in 
his series of books, Hank Zipzer: The World’s Most 
Amazing Under-Achiever. In his keynote, Winkler vali-
dated the important role special education teachers 
play in the lives of their students and inspired the audi-
ence to visualize the potential, talent, and greatness in 
their students. 

“Our children are the flowers of tomorrow,” Winkler 
said. “You are the watering can. You water the seeds, 
the flowers of tomorrow, and especially those kids who 
are special.” 

“I wish I had had you,” Winkler added. “I spent a lot of 
time on the bench in the principal’s office.” 

See You in Seattle! 
Sorry if you missed this great event! Make plans now to 
attend CEC’s 2009 Annual Convention & Expo April 1-
4 in beautiful and exhilarating Seattle, Washington. 

Idaho CEC Officers  
President Michelle Doty 
   mddoty@lcsc.edu 
Past President Russell Kirsch 
   fisher.guy@hotmail.com 
President Elect Karen Gillette 
   gillettekaren@msn.com 
Vice President Rene Rohrer 
   lr2nmny@hotmail.com 
Secretary Suzanne Wilkin 
   dzwilkin3@yahoo.com 
Treasurer Peggy Clanton 
   margaret.clanton@cox.net 
Representative Cyndi Cook 
   ccook@nsd131.org  
Representative Barbara Huck  
   catquilt@yahoo.com 
CAN Coordinator Misty Knuchell 
   Fun2eduk8@aol.com  
Membership Maureen Drenker   
   drenkerm@pmt.org 
Publications Sherrie Bosserman 
   sbosserman@gmail.com  

Great Children’s Books 
Thank You, Mr. Falker 
by Patricia Polacco 
   A children's book set in 1950's 
is the true, heart touching story 
of a child's struggle with dys-
lexia... As my son also learned 
to read in 4th grade, after 
years of ardent desire and 
struggles, I found this an excep-
tionally touching book. Highly 
recommended for elementary 
students (and their parents, 
teachers and classmates). 
 
Whoa, Wiggle-Worm: A Little 
Lemon Book about an 
Overly Active Child  
by Betsy B. Lee  
   From the publisher: Little 
Lemon and Lickety-split help 
David (Wiggle-worm) gain self-
control, self-respect, the respect 
of others, and secrets for doing 
better in school. Discussion ques-
tions in the book deal with 
strategies, the impact of nick-
names, and how it feels to be 

helpful. David could be a child with ADHD, LD, behav-
ioral problems, low or high blood sugar, sleep depriva-
tion, or other conditions. 
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